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ABSTRACT

Sociologists realized the utmost importance of studying religion along with their analysis of
the bases of social life, social action and social practice. Despite their different perceptions of
religion, sociologists unanimously agreed that it is one of the important fields of social life, if
not the major field in many cases.

The objective of this paper is to identify the nature of the values disseminated by the
religious discourse, and to assess if it has developmental traits. The study uses a sample of
466 Islamic discourses; 228 sermons delivered and published by leading advocates (Doaa')
and henceforth served as a reference for preachers, while the other 238 were recorded at
mosques. The sermons were collected from end of 2007 until June 2009.

A statistical read of the study findings reveals the prevalence of eschatological nature
on the religious discourse. The order of topics puts God and the afterlife at the forefront. With
respect to values of development, the study shows that social values are the most frequent
issues; i.e. act of good behavior, cooperation, tolerance, friendship, and altruism...). It is
found that the least frequent values are work-related. Other values such as role models and
preference of public interest are not addressed at all. The study proposes a vision for a
renewed religious discourse based on four levels: (1) the content of religious discourse and
the messages contained therein, (2) the preachers, (3) the recipients of the religious speech
and (4) the relevant official institutions.
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