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ABSTRACT

The Turkish role in the Middle East (ME) has been acquiring an increasing attention during
the last few years, more specifically since late 2002, when the Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi
(AKP) — the Justice and Development Party (JDP) — assumed power. This is mainly
attributable to what seems to be a significant change in the rhetoric and practice of Turkish
foreign policy; reflecting an increasing dynamism and assertion of Turkish status as a central
country. Amidst the turbulent Middle East environment, the JDP government has asserted
Turkey’s role as an order-instituting country. Turkish roles have been apparent in nearly all
important regional issues.

The Turkish roles, as such, require an objective analysis avoiding biased tendencies
towards exaggeration or underestimation. The paper employs the concept of “the role” as an
analytical approach in understanding foreign policy. Applying the basic logic of the role
approach, the paper first analyzes the JDP conception of the principles guiding Turkish roles
in the region and focuses mainly on the vision of Ahmet Davutoglu, taking into account his
official capacity and reputation as a major intellectual architect of the JDP foreign policy.
Then, the paper briefly illustrates the Turkish role in a variety of political, economic and
security-related regional issues. Finally, it concludes with an overall evaluation of Turkish
roles and some of their implications for Egypt, in the context of the importance of increasing
coordination between the two countries in addressing issues of the region, while recognizing
its confines. The paper recommends not to over-rely on the roles of Turkey, but to study some
elements of excellence from the Turkish foreign policy through objective assessment of the
strengths and weaknesses of the roles of Turkey and the pressures they face.
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